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spirit themselves, and, like women, are unfit for warlike enter-
prises. No Jews dwell in the city with them ; they are obliged
to reside beyond the one arm of the sea, where they are shut
in by the channel of Sophia on one side, and they can reach
the city by water only, when they want to visit it for purposes
of trade. The number of Jews at Constantinople amounts to
two thousand Rabbanites and five hundred Caraites, who live
on one spot, but divided by a wail....Many of them are manu-
facturers of silk cloth, many others are merchants, some being
extremely rich; but no Jew is allowed to ride upon a horse,
except R. Solomon Hamitsri, who is the king's physician,
and by whose influence the Jews enjoy many advantages even
in their state of oppression, which is very severely felt by
them; and the hatred against them is increased by the
practice of the tanners, who pour out their filthy water in the
streets and even before the very doors of the Jews, who, being
thus defiled, become objects of contempt to the Greeks.
Their yoke is severely felt by the Jews, both good and bad;
for they are exposed to be beaten in the streets, and must
submit to all sorts of bad treatment Still the Jews are rich,
good, benevolent, and religious men, who bear the misfortunes
of their exile with humility. The quarter inhabited by the
Jews is called Pera.
(b)  Villehardouin, ed. N. de Wailly, 1887, p. 44.
On St John's Eve (June 23, 1203) the Crusaders came by
ship to St Stephen's Abbey, three leagues from Constanti-
. nople There they had the city in full view, and drew to land,
and anchored their ships. And you may be assured that
those who had never seen Constantinople opened wide eyes
now; for they could not believe that so rich a city could be
in the whok world, when they saw her lofty walls and her
stately towers wherewith she was encompassed, and these
stately palaces and lofty churches, so many in number as no
man might believe who had not seen them, and the length
and breadth of this town which was sovereign over all others.
-Ami know that there was no man among us so bold but that
Ms flesh crept at the sight; and therein' was no marvel; for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